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John sees four angels holding back the four winds
of the earth. This illustration from the Beatus
Apocalypse, a medieval commentary on the book
of Revelation, tries to depict that scene (ca. tenth
Century AD).
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In John's vision an angel carries the “seal of the liv-
ing God!” An example of a signet ring seal is shown
here. It bears the early form of the name of Pharaoh
Akhenaten. A seal, which carried the authority of
the owner, could be used by the owner or their
designated representative.
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