Testimony About God That
Changes Lives!

AUBERPNERS

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 / #f8y 2:1-5




O “Testimony about God” or “of God” (ESV),

was in a manner done by preaching and
teaching
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Not in a manner that relies on his “eloquence or
superior wisdom”, which he reiterated in in v. 4a
“with wise and persuasive words”,
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but faithful preaching and teaching them the Word
of God accompanied by the Spirit’s power at work.
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“Paul represents himself as a preacher, not as an orator.
Preaching is the proclamation of the cross; it is the cross
that is the source of its power. The convincing power of
the cross could not be fully manifest if preaching shared
too evidently in the devices of human rhetoric; if men are
persuaded by eloquence they are not persuaded by Christ
crucified.” (The First Epistle to the Corinthians).
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Fully dependent upon the Holy Spirit we must
fearlessly proclaim that...

Salvation from eternal judgment only comes
because Jesus Christ substituted for us.

On the basis of Christ’s death on the cross, he
alone saves.

Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone.
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Could very well be because of his experiences in
Philippi BETZEE , (Acts 16: 22-24 /{5 16:22-24).

Thessalonica IhfgEE /B3 , (17:10).
Berea JEEMER , (17:13).
Athens JfEHE , (17: 32).
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There was supernatural conviction and demonstration
of the powerful Spirit that accompanied his
preaching, so that the hearers were gripped by the
power of God, [1 Cor. 1:18], which moved them to

repentance and faith.
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“...our gospel came to you not simply with
words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit
and with deep conviction.”
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Whatever they may be, let not weakness, fear and
trembling or anything stop you. Just keep on! And
surely, the Holy Spirit will demonstrate his power.
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“For | resolved to know nothing while | was
with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”
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OChrist dying on the cross for our sins.
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OChrist dying on the cross instead of us.
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OChrist dying on the cross to save us.
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OChrist dying on the cross to change us from sinner to saint.
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OChrist dying on the cross to bring us back to God.
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OTo be made “acurse” forus (Gal. 3:13).
OR¥fM "=5eH,, (JHuE3:13) o
O Tobe “made sinforus (2 Cor. 5:21).

O BT AIEN" (MK1Z 5:21)
O To be our Substitute (Mark 10:45).
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For even the Son of Man did not come to be served but fo
serve, and give his life as a ransom for [i.e. “in place of"]
many.

“For” Is from Gk. “anfi” means “in place of” or “instead of”
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So, the sinless Jesus Christ, the Son of God died on the
cursed cross, the most cruel and humiliating death as OUR
substitute, so that we may no longer receive eternal death
as penalty for sin, instead be offered the gift of eternal life.
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“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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O Does anyone here still fearful of eternal death?

O If so, do you want to receive eternal life?
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“Lord I confess my fear of death. I know I am a sinner, and today I repent
from all my sins. And I ask you Lord to please give me eternal life.”
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“So that your faith might not rest on men’~ s
wisdom , but on God’ s power.”
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Wise and persuasive words may convince the mind, but
only the Spirit of God can convert and rightly persuade

the heart to have faith in God.
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“The foundation of saving faith is not reason; that is, it is not
arguments addressed to the understanding, but rather the
power of God as exerted with and by the truth on the heart.”
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True conversion happens only when the power of the Holy
Spirit moves the person to repentance and faith, and not by

any wise words from even the best of men.
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So when we give our testimony about God, be it by preaching or
teaching, or witnessing, or counseling, or any other means, let us check
our motives, make it right---so that their faith might not rest on your
wisdom, but on the power of God.
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OConsider our Manner of proclamation.
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OConcentrate our Message upon Christ and his death.
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OClear in our Motive so that their faith would rest only in God’s

power.
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“The power that is in the Gospel does not lie in the
eloqguence of the preacher, otherwise men would be the
converter of souls, nor does it lie in the preacher’s
learning, otherwise it would consist in the wisdom of men.
We might preach until our tongues rotted, till we would
exhaust our lungs and die, but never a soul would be
converted unless the Holy Spirit be with the Word of God
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to give it power to convert the sou
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